The effect of a pressure ulcer prevention program and the bowel management system in reducing pressure ulcer prevalence in an ICU setting.
The Braden score is a reliable predictor of a patient's potential for developing pressure ulcers. Moisture is 1 of 6 indicators considered when calculating a Braden score. Efforts to reduce the effects of moisture and enzymatic activity on skin from incontinent diarrhea have employed various types of nonstandardized and nonapproved approaches. Rigid rectal tubes and catheters designed for other purposes are among the devices being utilized. These devices may put the patient at risk for rectal necrosis and loss of sphincter tone, and their use has produced no demonstrable positive outcomes. Additionally, their use is limited to those patients who are experiencing active diarrhea. The Zassitrade mark Bowel Management System (BMS) developed by Zassi Medical Evolutions, Inc., has produced promising outcomes. While the BMS is useful in managing patients with diarrhea, it can also be used to modify formed stool in patients who have wounds that are likely to become contaminated with incontinent feces, or who are too hemodynamically unstable to turn for lengthy or frequent incontinence care.